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ADVANCED RESEARCH STRATEGIES: NAVIGATING DATABASES 
 
Library databases are a researcher’s best friends, and it’s not hard to see why. Unlike a Google search, 
which may give you millions of hits to sort through, a search on a database often yields a more manageable 
number of search results—often a few thousand at the most. In addition, library databases contain powerful 
advanced search features that can help you limit your search results by publication type, date, language, 
document format, etc. Finally, databases are typically the only place to find reliable scholarly/peer-reviewed 
articles—and unlike Google Scholar, you won’t have to pay for them! 
 
So what is a database? Simply put, it’s an organized collection of sources found in known (and trusted) 
magazines, newspapers, journals, and books. Databases only contain information that has been licensed by 
publishers, and libraries must first pay for access before students and scholars can use the database to 
conduct research. Moreover, librarians and other resource specialists who work for the database 
management company organize and index these sources, making it easier for researchers to search by title, 
author, year, publication, and subject terms (i.e., pre-determined words and phrases that group sets of 
related content).  
 
In the AP Capstone program, we’ll rely on three major companies that host databases: EBSCO Host, 
ProQuest, and Gale. Some of the most useful databases that you have easy access to include: 
 

• SocINDEX with Full Text (EBSCO Host) – access provided by the College Board 
• Academic Search Complete (EBSCO Host) – access provided by the College Board 
• Academic Search Premier (EBSCO Host) – access provided by the LAUSD 
• General OneFile (Gale) – access provided by the LAUSD and the LAPL 
• Research Library (ProQuest) – access provided by the LAPL 
• ProQuest Newsstand U.S. – access provided by the LAPL 

 
Below are step-by-step instructions for how to access these databases: 
 
How to access databases through the LAUSD: 

1. Go to www.granths.org. Under the Academics tab, click on Library. 
2. Scroll down and click on the link for the LAUSD digital library.  
3. Click on the database of your choice, e.g., EBSCO Publishing or Gale Database. (Note: If you are off 

campus, you’ll need to click on the red “Remote Access” button before you’re able to access the 
databases. Use the same username and password you use for Schoology.) 

 
How to access databases through the LA Public Library: 

1. Go to www.lapl.org. 
2. Click on the “Collections & Resources” tab at the top of the screen, and then click on the button for 

“Research and Homework.” 
3. Scroll down the list of databases, or use the alphabetical search feature, and select a database. 
4. Log in using your LAPL barcode (found on the back of your library card) and PIN. 

 
How to access databases through the College Board Digital Portfolio: 

1. Go to https://digitalportfolio.collegeboard.org and log in using your College Board ID and password. 
(Note: you won’t be able to access this database until I add you to the Digital Portfolio.) 

2. Under the “Class Summary” menu on the left side of your screen, click on “Overview.” 
3. Click on the link to access EBSCO at the bottom of your screen. 



 
 
 
Database Search Features 
Databases managed by different companies may look different, but they all contain a similar set of powerful 
search features. As you would with any search engine, don’t forget to take advantage of Boolean search 
operators (AND, OR, NOT) as well as phrase searching (e.g., “human nature” vs. human nature) to narrow 
or expand the scope of your search. Database search engines also respond to wildcard operators and 
truncation—for instance, typing psych* will tell the search engine to look for psychology, psychological, 
psychiatry, psychotic, etc. 
 
Unique to databases is the “Limit To” side column that often appears on screen after you type your initial 
search terms. Useful limiters include the following: 
 

• Full Text: Check this box to limit your results to only those that can be downloaded as PDFs, or read 
in full online. 

• Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals: Check this box to exclude magazines, periodicals, and 
journals that aren’t peer reviewed. Articles found in peer-reviewed journals represent the gold-
standard among scholars, and this is because peer-reviewed journals only contain information that 
has been reviewed by several experts before being published. 

 
If you already know information about the source you’re looking for—e.g., if you want to search for a specific 
author, or for a source within a specific journal—you can apply limiters before your search by clicking on 
“Advanced Search” underneath the search bar. 
 
 
Some Additional Tips 
 

• Clicking on the title of a source will take you to a detailed record of the article. This is an excellent 
page to use for gathering important bibliographic information. 
 

• Don’t forget to read the abstract before reading the entire article. This is a summary of the author’s 
argument, and reading it will help you decide if reading the entire article is worth your time. 

 
• The tool column (often found on the right-hand side of the page) contains useful tools for saving and 

citing an article. You can add the article directly to Google Drive, generate a readymade citation in 
any of the major style guides, or create a permalink that will enable you to return to the exact 
webpage. 


