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HOW TO WRITE AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, Web sites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching 
a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "References" or "Works Cited" depending on the style format 
you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, 
publisher, etc.). 
 
An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes a summary 
and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Keep in mind that a good summary should be short—i.e., no 
longer than two paragraphs of 5-8 sentences. For this project, your annotation must include all of the 
following components: 
 

• Citation: Write an accurate citation using the appropriate citation style, e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago. 
 

• Summarize: Your annotation should start with a clear summary of the source’s argument. This part 
of the annotation should look exactly like the argument analyses we’ve done in class. Begin by 
stating the author’s overall claim, and then reconstruct their line of reasoning.  

 
• Assess: After summarizing a source, evaluate its credibility and usefulness by using one or more of 

the protocols we’ve been using in class, i.e., PAACE for online sources like websites, and RAVEN for 
all the rest. Your assessment doesn’t need to cover every aspect of PAACE or RAVEN. Just focus 
on the most important parts—i.e., the parts that help you know how much to trust the information 
you’ve just obtained from the source. 

 
• Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your 

research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you 
use this source in your research project? How has it changed how you think about your topic? 

 
 
A Note for Citing Sources Using MLA (8th Edition) 
When deciding how to cite your source, start by consulting the list of core elements. In your citation, the 
elements should be listed in the following order, and each element should be followed by the punctuation 
mark shown below (note that just commas and periods separate the elements) 
: 

• Author. 
• Title of source. 
• Title of container, 
• Other contributors, 
• Version, 
• Number, 
• Publisher, 
• Publication date, 
• Location. 

 

Examples: 
 
Brubaker, Bill. “New Health Center Targets Country’s Uninsured 
Patients.” Washington Post, 24 May 2007, p. LZ01. 
 
Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century 
England.” Historical Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-
96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. Accessed 27 May 
2009. 

 
 
 

—Stolen from the Purdue Online Writing Lab 


